SRI AUROBINDO

country the truth of the mantra. He wrote:
"The mantra had been given and in a single
day a whole people had been converted to the
.religion of patriotism. The Mother had revealed
herself. Once that vision has come to a people,
there can be no rest, no peace,, no further
slumber till the temple has been made ready,
the image installed and the sacrifice offered.
A great nation which has had that vision can
never again bend its neck in subjection to the
yoke of a conqueror." If Bankim was the seer
of the national mantra, Sri Aurobindo was
the God-appointed high-priest and prophet of
national freedom, who delivered the gospel of
dynamic nationalism and chalked out the main
lines of action for its growth and fulfilment.

The Shakti of India chose Bengal as her
"first workshop" where she started her work
T>y throwing out new forces and new person-
alities who became the makers of a new
^poch, the bringers of a new dawn in every
sphere of national life. Thus, "it is Bengal/'
wrote Sri Aurobindo in the Arya in 19ij,
"which first recovered its soul, respiritualised
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